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with its rise as an international normrprovider, this article offers a theoretical framework for con-

soft power; hegemony; “One Belt, One Road”; international norm

Against the background of China’s “One Belt, One Road” strategy in connection

ceptualizing “soft power with Chinese characteristics.” In this article, the Gramscian political the-
ory and neo-Gramscian IR theory are applied to critically review Nye’s soft power notion. It in-
tends to treat soft power both as an important component of internal pattern of hegemony and as
part of outward power expansion in shaping the world order. In addition, the application of the
author’s own “interdependent hegemony” theory aims to posit that hegemony, both hard and soft
power, will be intertwined in an era of the great transformation of international relations and in-
ternational political economy. The article concludes that if China’s economic development
remained to be successful in a long run, the external expansion of its economic power-especially
its overseas aid, investment and trade-would eventually make Chinese policies and practices be-
come “normal”. As a result, the conventional notion of soft power would have to accommodate

the “Chinese characteristics”.
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