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One Belt One Road and the ASEAN Economic Community

ZHAO Hong
( ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore)

Abstract: The ASEAN Economic Community ( AEC) was launched at the end of 2015. It is an ongoing project to—
wards a single market and is envisioned to develop ASEAN into a global ASEAN. But given the wide development gaps be—
tween member countries, combined with ASEAN’s extremely weak institutional base, there is much uncertainty as to wheth—
er ASEAN can realize its ambitious targets. What is ASEANs position in One Belt One Road ( OBOR) , how can China and
its initiative help ASEAN member countries achieve those priorities. In other words, can the OBOR initiative synergize with
and complement AEC strategy, can OBOR provide new momentum for AEC and strengthen ASEAN's central position in the
new wave of regional economic integration in Asia Pacific?

Key words: One Belt One Road, AEC, strategic synergy, sino—ASEAN relationship, RCEP
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