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Supporter, Actor and Coordinator: Singapore’s Role in the OBOR Initiative

WANG Hu, LI Ming—jiang
( Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian;

S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore)

Abstract: The “One Belt and One Road” Initiative for regional development by connectivity proposed by China has
attracted much attention in both China and the rest of the world. Being on the forefront of the “21st—century Maritime Silk
Road” due to their geographical proximity, most of Southeast Asian countries have responded positively to the initiative by
actions. Singapore, as ASEAN’s strongest economy, has been playing important roles in the OBOR Initiative as “a proactive
supporter’ , “a genuine actor” and “an effective coordinator”. A number of objective factors and subjective motivations
have prompted Singapore to play those roles although there are some limitations that may hamper its role play.

Key words: OBOR, Singapore, Balance of power, Interconnection
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