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Indonesian Cognition and Response on China’s One Belt One Road Initiative

Mira Murniasari, SHI Xue—qin

( Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract: Since Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed One Belt One Road Initiative in 2013 and Indonesian new
President Jokowi spell out Vision for Indonesia” Global Maritime Nexus in 2014, these two Asian giants” vision on maritime
cooperation and challenge have drawn mounting attention and discussion both in China and Indonesia. This article attempts
to focus on Indonesian domestic response and comment on China’s OBOR to examine the different attitudes and voices. The
article shows there are some point of views worthy of attention. On the one hand, there exists many positive comments on
China’s OBOR among officials in Indonesian governments departments, thinking OBOR will produce new chance for Indo—
nesia—China cooperation in various fields and promote Indonesian economic development. On the other hand, among intel-
lectuals and media critics, there is very strong skepticism and opposition against OBOR, criticizing OBOR is a signal of
Chinese new colonialism in new era. Meanwhile, the warning of OBOR possibly will deteriorate social conflicts in Indone—
sian society and trigger anti—Chinese riots also is emerging among scholars and media. The article argues that OBOR un—
doubtedly will be a great chance for China—Indonesia cooperation, meanwhile creates new challenges, which urgently de—
mands two countries to pay attention to the concerns and take effective measures to eliminate negative impacts for the pur—
pose of widening and deepening China—Indonesia mutual cooperation.

Key words: One Belt One Road Initiative, Indonesian, Global Maritime Axis
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