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Abstract: This article makes a historical review of high—speed rail and investigates current situation in Central and East European

Countries. Besides, this paper defines requirement and potential path of high—speed rail across CEECs by analyzing demo-
graphic data, economic data and urban band theory as well as urban economic aggregation theory. The study elucidates
that the political environment of CEECs is relatively stable, and railway construction is the priority direction of infrastruc-
ture construction for these states. Regional countries have a strong demand for high—speed railway. In the meanwhile, re-
gional countries are constrained by such factors as lack of funds for construction, insufficient technical reserves and less
experience in operating high—speed rail. The study also demonstrates that the main cities within the region maintain a good
independent foundation in public transportation but are not closely interconnected with each other. The matching degree is
very high between China’s high—speed rail standard and European standards. Chinese high—speed rail is obviously cost—ef-
fective. In this circumstances, both CEECs and China should work together to seek a deeper and stronger cooperation in
the aspect of high—speed rail in order to stimulate local economic booming and process of regionalization and spread more
benefits to “One Belt and One Road” surrounding countries. China also needs to take the initiative to be integrated into
the construction and planning of high—speed rail in Central and Eastern European countries as to achieve best interests.
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