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Useful language planning efforts for “The Belt and Road Initiative”
ZHANG Ri-pei

(National Research Center of Language Policies, Shanghai Academy
of Educational Sciences, Shanghai 200032, China)

Abstract;: Focused on connectivity and cooperation among countries primarily in Eurasia, “The Belt
and Road Initiative” is China’s strategic move which aims to map China’s overall future domestic and
international development by exploring both domestic and foreign markets, bringing all positive
factors into full play. This paper proposes useful language planning efforts for “The Belt and Road Ini-
tiative” by arguing the integration of language activities at home and abroad. The paper highlights the
following areas of research value: the changing trends of language activities and language ecology as
well as their countermeasures in China; the language activities in the targeted countries and regions,
and the language use in bilateral and multilateral communications. Besides, the paper calls for more
research efforts on exploring the language demands for cultural exchanges in this area which will bring
about more comprehensive support, connectivity and cooperation. Therefore, the paper makes in-
depth investigations into seven language demands of the targeted area, namely: 1. accelerating mod-
ernization and the protection of language resources in the central and western regions of China; 2. lan-
guages of the cross-border ethnic groups and peripheral security; 3. Silk Road Economic Belt and Chi-
na’s policy on foreign language education. 4. international Chinese communication and “The Belt and
Road Initiative”; 5. TCFL and “The Belt and Road Initiative”; 6. “The Belt and Road Initiative” dis-
course system; 7. the development of “language think tank” and its future work.

Key words: “The Belt and Road Initiative”; language planning; research status and future
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