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Cross-border language situations in China
and in the core countries along the One Belt and One Road

HUANG Xing
(Institute o f Ethnology and Anthropology s Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: The core countries along the One Belt and One Road refer to the five countries of Central
Asia along the Ancient Silk Road and the countries in Southeast and South Asia along the 21st Centu-
ry Maritime Silk Road. Quite a few similar ethnic groups and languages have been found both in China
and in these countries. This paper gives a comprehensive list of the shared languages in the four coun-
tries in Central Asia and another four in Southeast Asia, and makes a comparative study of their lan-
guage identity, language status and the composition of their writing systems.

Key words: core countries along the One Belt and One Road; language situation; language planning
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