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The Belt and Road Initiative and the concept

of the Economic Corridor along the Southern Silk Road

LIN Wen-xun
(President’s Office, Yunnan University , Kunming 650091, China)

Abstract ; The Belt and Road Initiative urgently requires the Southern Silk Road to revive its
glorious history, which relies on a good understanding of its rich historical connotations and bring its
comprehensive and mutual beneficial functions into full play. Because the Southern Silk Road emerged
fairly early, it has exerted much historical influence on Yunnan with the typical shell money used a-
long this road. Thus, it is proposed that a new economic corridor along the Southern Silk Road con-
necting Xi’an to South Asia and Southeast Asia via Chengdu and Kunming should be built, which will
connect the Economic Belt of the Southern Silk Road with the 21st-Century Maritime Silk Road, and
form an allinclusive mechanism that integrates the domestic advantages with the international ones
plus the land and marine superiorities.

Key words: Belt and Road Initiative; Economic Corridor along the Southern Silk Road; Yunnan’s

role; concept
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