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A study of the 21*Century Maritime Silk Road in the perspective
of the people-to-people bond index between China and ASEAN

ZHAI Kun & WANG Li-na
(School of International Studies, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: As one dimension of the five-connectivity strategy in the Belt and Road Initiative, the peo-
ple-to-people bond provides a solid social and public basis for the construction of the other four con-
nectivities. This concept has rich implications, and adequately reflects the status quo of the cultural
exchanges between the countries involved. At present, in order to foster the social basis for bilateral
relations, China places more emphasis on the creation of a peaceful and responsible image in Southeast
Asia. Therefore, a full understanding plus a comparative analysis of the people-to-people connectivity
in ASEAN can help China to adopt proper means and policies to promote the construction of China-
ASEAN “Community of Common Destiny”. This paper uses the people-to-people bond index of
ASEAN in the Five-Connectivity Index System as the research object, analyzes the status quo of the
people-to-people bond between China and ASEAN, and compares the similarities and differences of
ASEAN members as well as the causes before proposing some suggestions.

Key words: ASEAN; people-to-people bond; index; status quo
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